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What are the advantages 20 
and disadvantages of using 
RUC to recover more than 
the direct costs of building, 
operating, and maintaining 
the land transport system? 

If RUC should not be used for 20 
recovering more than road costs, 
what alternative approach might 
be appropriate for recovering 
those other costs? 

What advantages and 22 
disadvantages are there to 
considering externalities when 
setting RUC rates? 

If externalities were to be 22 
considered, what criteria could 
be used to determine what 
externalities should be taken into 
account in setting RUC rates? 

If externalities were to be 22 
considered, how should these 
costs be set? 

Would charges for externalities 22 
be in addition to the current form 
of RUC, and potentially used to 
address the externalities directly, 
or be a core part of total land 
transport revenue? 

How would vehicles not paying        22 
RUC be affected? 

What are the advantages and 26 
disadvantages involved in changing 
the purpose of the RUC Act so 
that climate policy generally, 
or greenhouse gas emissions 
specifically, can be considered 
when setting RUC rates? 

What advantages and 26 
disadvantages would there be if 
there was an explicit requirement 
to consider RUC exemptions as 
part of the development of the 
Government Policy Statement on 
land transport? 

What are the advantages and 26 
disadvantages of enabling 
consideration of greenhouse gas 
emissions when setting RUC rates? 

How should the RUC rates be set 26 
for vehicles that could use more 
than one fuel and these fuels 
had different greenhouse gas 
emissions? 

What advantages and 26 
disadvantages are involved in 
using NLTF revenue to reduce 
carbon emissions rather than 
foregoing RUC revenue? 

What are the advantages and 27 
disadvantages with the source of 
different fuel types being included 
in RUC calculations (separately 
from the direct climate impacts of 
the fuel used)? 
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What are the advantages and 27 
disadvantages with the 
environmental effects of different 
fuel types being considered in 
calculating RUC rates for 
vehicle types? 

How would fuel supply chains 27 
be verified? 

How could we ensure that, if 27 
different fuels are available (for 
example mineral and biodiesel, or 
hydrogen from different sources), 
only approved fuel types were 
used by the RUC vehicle? 

How else would you change the 28 
setting of RUC to ensure it is 
adaptable to future challenges? 

What are the advantages and 31 
disadvantages of mandating 
eRUC for heavy vehicles? 

What vehicle types should 31 
or should not be required to 
use eRUC? 

How would phasing-in of eRUC 31 
for the heavy vehicle fleet be best 
accomplished? 

Are the existing requirements 31 
for eRUC devices reasonable if 
the technology was to be made 
compulsory? 

What alternative technological 31 
models should we be exploring 
for eRUC? 

How would making eRUC 31 
mandatory affect your business? 

What are the advantages and 33 
disadvantages of mandating 
integrated telematics solutions 
that could support improved 
productivity and safety 
compliance, either as part of eRUC 
systems or as standalone devices? 

How can privacy concerns be 33 
managed if we are going to make 
greater use of eRUC data? 

What, if any, changes in costs 33 
would additional requirements to 
allow eRUC devices to be used to 
support improved productivity and 
safety compliance place on users, 
eRUC devices and eRUC providers? 

What are the advantages and 33 
disadvantages of enforcement 
authorities having greater access 
to eRUC data for enforcement of 
logbook requirements or other 
on-road enforcement tasks? 

What are the advantages and 34 
disadvantages of allowing the 
RUC Act to set partial RUC 
rates to recognise FED paid 
by dual-fuel vehicles? 

According to what criteria should 34 
partial RUC rates be determined? 

Should operators of dual-fuel 34 
vehicles with a reduced RUC rate 
still be able to claim a full FED 
refund if they used more fuel than 
the average? 

What are the advantages and 35 
disadvantages of enabling partial 
RUC rates to help transition 
exempted vehicles to full RUC rates? 

What are the advantages and 37 
disadvantages of the heavy EV 
exemption being extended for 
more than five years? 
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How would extending the end date 37 
be effective in encouraging the 
uptake of heavy EVs? 

Should the current exemption 37 
be extended to 31 March 2030 
to encourage the uptake of 
heavy electric vehicles? Would an 
alternative date be better and why? 

How would exempting vehicle 38 
combinations where the motive 
power is from a vehicle exempted 
from paying RUC encourage the 
uptake of heavy electric vehicles? 

What safeguards would we need 38 
to ensure that only trailers towed 
by exempted vehicles were able 
to be exempted? 

What are the advantages and 40 
disadvantages of subjecting road- 
registered very light vehicles that 
are not powered by petrol to RUC, 
or a higher annual license fee, for 
travel on public roads? 

Under what circumstances should 40 
ATVs and motorcycles primarily 
designed for use off road be 
required to pay RUC, or a higher 
license fee? 

What principles should we use to 40 
determine a RUC rate, or higher 
annual license fee, for motorcycles 
and mopeds? 

Is having a GVM of less than one 40 
tonne an appropriate cut-off point 
or treating ATVs separately? If 
not, what is an appropriate cut- 
off point or other way of defining 

What changes should be made 42 
to section 12 of the RUC Act 
to improve the overweight 
permit regime? 

How would other potential 42 
changes in this discussion 
document, such as greater use 
of eRUC, assist in the overweight 
permitting process? 

What are the advantages and 44 
disadvantages of removing the 
requirement to display a physical 
RUC label? 

What problems for non- 44 
compliance and enforcement 
might this cause? 

How can Waka Kotahi assist drivers 44 
in ensuring they remain compliant 
with RUC if the label-display 
requirement is removed? 

What are the advantages 44 
and disadvantages of retaining the 
option to request a physical license? 

What advantages and 45 
disadvantages are there in allowing 
RUC licenses to be purchased in 
units of less than 1,000 km? 

What are the advantages and 47 
disadvantages of removing the 
requirement to display physical 
vehicle license (‘rego’) labels? 

 

How can Waka Kotahi assist drivers 47 
in ensuring they remain compliant with 
their vehicle licensing obligations if the 
label-display requirement is removed? 

these vehicles for RUC, and why?    

What are the advantages and 47 
disadvantages of retaining the 
option to request a physical vehicle 
license label? 

   

 
rather than time-based exemption 
to RUC for EVs? 
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What are the advantages and 48 
disadvantages of letting Waka 
Kotahi use historical RUC rates 
when carrying out an assessment? 

What are the advantages and 49 
disadvantages of removing FED 
from sales of LPG and CNG and 
having all road vehicles using these 
fuels move to paying RUC? 

If LPG and CNG powered vehicles 49 
are included in the RUC system 
what reasons would justify their 
operators paying a different rate 
than other light vehicles? 

If a partial rate is possible for dual- 49 
fuel LPG or CNG vehicles, what 
principles should be considered in 
setting the rate? 

Are there any new issues that might 50 
need to be considered, including 
those that might justify changes to 
RUC legislation, to address an influx 

On what basis should the penalty 54 
for non-payment of RUC be 
calculated? 

What should be the maximum       54 
penalty for non-payment of RUC? 

Should the non-payment penalty   54 
regime recognise the time the RUC 
payment has been outstanding? 
If so, how? 

What other improvements do        55 
you think are needed in the 
RUC system? 

What criteria should be used to     57 
define, or replace, the word ‘partly’ 
in the definition of electric vehicles 
and why? 

What are the advantages and          60 
disadvantages of our proposed 
approach to classifying vehicles 
with eight axle combinations? 

of new RUC system users when the    
light EV exemption ends? 

How should the RUC system help 50 
new users purchase RUC from the 
exemption end date and from the 

What are the advantages and 63 
disadvantages of requiring 
inspection of the odometer on RUC 
vehicles at the time of Warrant or 
Certificate of Fitness inspection? 

correct initial odometer reading,    
after the exemption ends? 

Should the maximum 52 

What form would this inspection 63 
take and what would the costs of 
the inspection be? 

infringements set out in section    
89(q) of the RUC Act be amended? 
If so, how? 

 
Are the existing infringements 53 
set at appropriate levels for 
the offence? 

 
Should the offender type ratios 53 
differ between individuals and 
body corporates? If so, how? 

 
Would you also change the fee/fine 53 
ratio? If so, how? 

What should happen if a Warrant 63 
or Certificate of Fitness inspector 
thought an odometer had been 
tampered with? 

 

Is it necessary to define ‘accurate’ in 64 
the RUC legislation, or can we rely 
on existing case law and practices? 

How could ‘accurate’ be defined 64 
in RUC legislation for the distance 
recorder fitted to a light RUC 
vehicle? 
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What should happen if a vehicle 64 
owner finds that their distance 
recorder is not accurate and does 
not correct it? 

What are the advantages and 65 
disadvantages of requiring 
vehicle operators to retain 
weight-based records? 

How long should any weight-based 65 
records be retained for? 

What could Waka Kotahi do to 65 
make this requirement more 
feasible for companies that create 
weight-based records? 

What are the advantages and 66 
disadvantages of allowing Waka 
Kotahi to access third party 
records to ensure operator 
compliance with the RUC Act? 

What evidence threshold 66 
or circumstances would be 
appropriate for Waka Kotahi 
to trigger the power to access 
third-party records 

What are the advantages and 67 
disadvantages with RUC legislation 
requiring ESPs to notify Waka 
Kotahi of changes to the status of 
RUC payments? 

What are the advantages and 68 
disadvantages of removing the 
requirement for an electronic 
distance recorder (EDR) to also 
display the RUC license? 

What requirements should the 68 
RUC legislation have around the 
display of distance on an electronic 
distance recorder (EDR)? 

What are the advantages and 68 
disadvantages of completely 
removing the requirement for 
carrying or displaying a RUC 
license for heavy vehicles? 

What are the advantages and 69 
disadvantages of exempting off 
road vehicles from paying RUC 
if they are only travelling on a 
public road for the purposes of 
undertaking a safety inspection or 
maintenance? 

What are the advantages and 70 
disadvantages of giving Waka Kotahi 
discretionary power to extend the 
time for independent reviews? 

In what instances should an 70 
extension be granted, and in what 
instances shouldn’t an extension 
be granted? 

What are the advantages and 71 
disadvantages of removing mobile 
cranes from the list of vehicle 
types that are exempted from RUC 
on the basis that all vehicles can 
now fit eRUC devices? 

What are the advantages and 71 
disadvantages of amending the 
definition of ‘All Terrain Crane’ 
used in the RUC regulations to 
allow for the use of single large 
or single mega tyred axles rather 
than tyre contact area? 

What other issues might there 71 
be with the wy RUC rates are 
calculated for  mobile cranes? 

What other technical amendments 73 
should be made to the RUC 
Act, its regulations, or the rules 
and manuals that make up the 
RUC system? 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


